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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 2019-290-WS

IN RE: )

)
APPLICATION OF BLUE GRANITE )
WATER COMPANY FOR APPROVAL )

TO ADJUST THE RATE SCHEDULE )

AND INCREASE RATES )

)

PETITION TO INTERVENE

Carri Grube Lybarker, Consumer Advocate for the State of South Carolina and

Administrator of the South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs, respectfully petitions the

South Carolina Public Service Commission ("Commission") for permission to intervene in the

above referenced Docket pursuant to R. 103-825 of the Commission's rules of practice and

procedure. In support of this petition, Petitioner states as follows:

1. Blue Granite Water Company ("Blue Granite" ) has Bled an application with the

Commission requesting approval of a new schedule of rates and charges for water and sewer

services to its customers.

2. The Commission has assigned Docket No. 2019-290-WS to this matter.

3. Carri Grube Lybarker is the Consumer Advocate for the State of South Carolina.

Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. ft 37-6-604 (2018), the Consumer Advocate has discretion to provide

legal representation of the consumer interest before state and federal regulatory agencies when

such agencies undertake to fix rates or prices for consumer products or services and may intervene

as a party to advocate for the interest of consumers before the South Carolina Public Service

Commission in such matters as the Consumer Advocate deems necessary and appropriate. In that

capacity the Consumer Advocate does hereby petition to intervene as a formal party of record in

Docket No. 2019-290-WS.
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4. The Consumer Advocate actively participated in many matters before this

Commission from 1978 until the responsibility to intervene in utility rate filings was removed by

2004 Act No. 175. Act 258 of 2018, effective July 12, 2018, restored this role to the Department.

5. The Consumer Advocate works to avoid excessive, inadequate, and unwarranted

rate increases; however, the Consumer Advocate has not fully developed her position on this

matter. Petitioner reserves the right to set forth her position more fully as necessary and

appropriate as this proceeding moves forward.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner, in order to represent the consumer interest of the State of

South Carolina, requests for the Commission to grant this Petition to Intervene and make Petitioner

a formal party of record, allowing Petitioner to actively participate in this proceeding.

Carri Grube Lybarker, Esquire
Consumer Advocate

293 Greystone Blvd., Suite 400
P.O. Box 5757
Columbia, South Carolina 29250-5757
Phone: (803) 734-0045

November 25, 2019
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 2019-290-WS

APPLICATION OF BLUE GRANITE
WATER COMPANY FOR APPROVAL
TO ADJUST THE RATE SCHEDULE
AND INCREASE RATES

)

)

)

) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)

)

)

I have caused to be served the Petition to Intervene to the individuals listed below via first class

mail and electronic mail as follows:

Frank R. Ellerbe, III
Samuel J. Wellborn

Robinson Gray Stepp 4 Laffitte, LLC
1310 Gadsden Street
Columbia, SC 29201

fellerbeairobinsonara .com
swellborn@robinson ra com

Andrew M. Bateman
Alexander W. Knowles

Christopher Huber
Office of Regulatory Staff

1401 Main Street, Suite 900
Columbia, SC 29201

abateman@reestaff sc ~ov
aknl owlesOareostaff.sc.&~ov

chuberCNors.sc.~ov

Laura P. Valtorta
Valtorta Law Office
903 Calhoun Street

Columbia, SC 29201
E ik ~IO*

John J. Pringle, Jr.
1501 Main Street, 5'" Floor

Columbia, SC 29201
Jack. rinale@arlaw.corn

November 25, 2019
Columbia, South Carolina

Eliza Mecaj, PP
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